proceeds.
General sick nursing knowledge, while a useful adjunct, is of 110 more value in the work of the average attendant on the mentally defective than it is in that of anyone else responsible for the general welfare of a number of people, and if too much time is spent in an endeavour to acquire hospital nursing technique, it must hinder what is the essential part of the treatment, viz., the development of whatever potentialities for mental and physical growth which the patient possesses.
But the loss of time involved is not by any means the only serious objection to such a course. As Dr. Turner so clearly states, one of the chiel aims in the educational treatment of these patients is the creation of an atmosphere which will tend to develop self-respect Another plan which would be of great value, if the many formidable objections in the way could be overcome, would be to place probationers in the institution school for a few weeks before introducing them to the wards, for they would then start from the beginning with the idea that their charges were to be pupils to be trained rather than patients needing bodily nursing. One of the drawbacks of the recent method of training is that it tends to begin with instruction in physical care, leaving till later the educational aspect of the work, whereas it is important that the latter should be emphasised from the first.
It will no doubt be urged that to devote so much time to training probationers would be to impose too great an additional burden on an institution where the training of patients makes such all-absorbing demands, but in actual practice it will, I think, be found that this extra work is more than compensated for by the educational atmosphere in which it results. Moreover it has its indirect effect upon the patients, many of whom, especially amongst the restless high-grades anxious for liberty, will only really benefit from detention when they realise that they have a chance ' 
